sufficiently proving the estimation in which it was then held, and indeed its real value, for from its large size and manner of arrangement it was essentially a book of reference for the more advanced student or practitioner, and by no means calculated to attract a beginner as a short or royal road to surgical lore. Since the publication of the last edition, however, twenty-three years have elapsed? twenty-three years, each of which has brought forward a very large number of new works, many of real and lasting value, and in each of which changes have been made in our views of surgical pathology, and accordingly improvements, or at least alterations, introduced in our methods of treatment. In every direction our knowledge has been enlarged by the observation of many new facts, and by a more exact and careful consideration of those already known.
During this long interval no work has appeared that could at all take the place so long occupied by Cooper's Encyclopaedia in English medical literature; hence we cannot but applaud the design of issuing a new edition brought down to the present time. We think that the Reviews.
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editor has also acted wisely in associating with him in his editorial labours a number of surgeons who for the most part have alreadybecome distinguished in the special departments which they have here undertaken.
The ordinary course of studies required by most of the examining boards unfortunately is at present in many respects more likely to render a man able to pass his examination creditably than to fit him for his future duties, and almost every one must have felt as he enters on practice the necessity oi further and fuller information than that afforded him in the manuals and treatises he has hitherto been in the habit of employing, and which it has been too much the habit of teachers to recommend or allow in place of works of a more comprehensive nature. When the mind is young and active, and the charm of comparative novelty still attracts, almost every case to which the surgeon is called will present some point for consideration?either a doubt as to the diagnosis, or some question with regard to the treatment to be employed; and for assistance he will naturally wish to turn to the experience of his predecessors?to that which has been best written on these subjects. To The great mass of medical men, however, will always be without access to large collections, and will accordingly require some work of reference, in which the more valuable publications may be found condensed, arranged, and compared in a fair but critical manner, and which may serve them to some extent in lieu of the original works. '?'There are two symptoms that may be selected as a guage of the intensity of the disease as it occurs in infants?the one is the condition of the lids, the other the colour and consistence of the discharge. If the lids are of a bright red colour and much swollen, and if the discharge is yellow and thick _ and very abundant, it is a severe case, but only in the first stage, and the eye is as yet probably safe; but if the lids appear of a bluish-red colour and rather flaccid, the disease has most probably seriously damaged the eye."
Thus one of the most important symptoms in regard to both prognosis and treatment, stiffness, firmness of the lid, is unmentioned ;* the point of paramount importance is, however, the condition of the cornea, which ought to be examined daily; as regards the prognosis, every other symptom dwindles into insignificance in comparison with this.
" The rapidity and destructive character of the disease are regulated by the nature of the morbid secretion that has been applied to the eyes, and also by the constitutional powers of the little sufferer." We had imagined the belief in the destructive action of the secretion to be only a medical superstition, which had already nearly died out; we find we are mistaken ; there is not, however, the slightest Reviews.
proof that pus has any such action, and there are many good reasons for believing that it has not, as may he seen in Arlt,* who concludes that the ulceration of the cornea cannot be attributed to any caustic quality of the secretion, but rather to the inflammation extending to the cornea. " The treatment of these cases is merely local; it is very simple, and the result highly satisfactory. All that is required is the frequent application of some mild astringent or caustic lotion to the surface of the conjunctiva. At the Ophthalmic Hospital a solution of alum is used, from five to ten grains to the ounce; but a weak solution of nitrate of silver answers equally well."
In slight cases such a treatment and merely local may be employed, 
